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Who owns Buffer Zone mining rights?

8)'&0'! Badger

I you use the West Gate o come and go fzom
the sita, you've probably noticed uxcreased
‘ginve] mining opetations on the nortl side of
the West Accass Road.

While tha geavel mine is on Rocky
Flaisproperty, the sub-surface righis are ownad
by the McKay family, relatives of the Church
family. The Church’s wera ons of three familbos
that homestesded several thousand acres of land
on and around tho Rocky Flais Mesa, Tha
McKay family has lassed a mining penmit for
76 acres to Lakowood Brick and Tile, which is
allowing Conteal Ready Mix to conduct gravel
nHning.

Mining ocours in pait of the Buffer Zaone duc to
complicated mining laws, some of which data
back 10 the cammn [aw of England.

Whan the United States nseded to acquive
the land to build the Rocky Flats plant in 1931,
the government approdchsed the Lindsay, Charch
and Rogers familias about the originad 2,519

acres aseded to establish the site. The families ﬁre C' entral Ready x'HJ.rgmve! wiine cost be seen o Rm:k} Flas pro;x-m Norsk: af e Wex Acnzx.r Gate.

were rehsctant (o sell twir property.

Whan nsgetistions over tha land
fadled, the govarnosant utilizsd Barinanmt

Pomain, the right of society « e govern- | NOW KHC logo reflects pride, patriotism

muaiy to taks private property for public
usa by virtue of (s soveraign power over

all lnds within its jorisdiction, and con-
domnad the kand for the United States.
Howewver, the povernmont was obligated (o
provida “just compensation™ for tva land
undar the Fifth Amandment of the
Canstittion. The: landowoers wees paid
fait-markat value foe their eface rights.
Tha sub-surinice righis were subardinated,
meaning the lsndownars could keep the.
nuibeeal rights but they could nover mins
from the surface.

. Tha site was increassd by 4,000 acras
in subsaquent purchases in 1074 and 1975.
With thasa purchases, the governiwent Jid
not subordinate the. minesal rights. This is
why wo 3ge sitip-mining oa our propeny
maar the West Arcess Gate, However, of
the neady 4.000 acres of peivataly ownd
nuneral eights iy the Butfer Zone, only
about 800 aceas are currently permittod for
Miniing. Owmars of the ramainding aceaage
have eithar v applied foe partig, or
there is nothing worth minding. The gquos-
tion of what will huppen to the mimzral

Kaiser-Hhitl Constriection
has a ncw logo thanks to
four wirners of the recend-
Iy held KHC logo contest.
Logo deas fronr KHC
eoydayecs Roterta
Underwood, Row Zirkaiiis,
£l Trgiitlo and Sfames
Mayor wern selected from
a fielit of more thar 30
entries. Each of the forer
wirtnirs' fdeas were com-
bined tute one lego. The
rexats reflects the pride
ard patriotisor of the team
responsitie for mmech of
the demotition wark

or site.

B

righ1s after Rocky Flaig bacomas a
Wildlife. Refuge. is s1ill unknown.
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